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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. Involving People in Planning (IPIP) forms the ‘code of practice’ of how the 
Council involves people in planning. It sets out the opportunities people have –
residents, businesses, landowners, and those who work in the borough – to 
engage at specific stages in the planning system. 

1.2. It will be the Borough’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), replacing the 
existing SCI, which was adopted on the 5 December 2007.

1.3. Once adopted, the Council must consult on planning applications and on policy 
matters in the way set out in the document.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. It is recommended that Involving People in Planning, as shown as Appendix A, is 
adopted as the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement.

3. REASONS FOR DECISION

3.1. There is a statutory requirement to prepare an SCI, and to keep it up to date,
under Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. There 
have been several changes in National Planning Legislation, Local Planning 
Policy and Government Guidance since the adoption of this Council’s 2007 SCI, 
and so it is now essential that it is revised and brought up to date

4. BACKGROUND

4.1. This document is particularly pertinent in light of changes to procedures within 
the planning department that have taken place in recent times. For example:

 The planning information office operates differently now.  It is geared more 
towards self service with improved computers and printing facilities 
available. Customer service assistants and duty planning officers are also 
available if required; 

 PlanningLine which is manned by trained advisors has been introduced as 
the first point of contact for the public seeking information; 

 The website is undergoing improvements to make it more user friendly;
 MyRBKC and the planning bulletin are being promoted as a source of 

information;
 We have re-launched our planning advice service;
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 The planning user forum has been re-established.

4.2. These changes and how they affect the service we provide are explained further 
in the draft IPIP document. 

4.3. Chapter 2 also goes into detail about the stages of determining a planning 
application (from pre-application to determination) and explicitly identifies the 
opportunities for people to engage in the planning process. 

4.4. In term of the drafting of planning policy, this is set out in Chapter 3. It highlights 
opportunities which may not otherwise be obvious to the public to become 
involved. For example the opportunity to attend the user forum, becoming 
involved in a discussion group, attending exhibitions and workshops or 
commenting on a proposed key decision. 

4.5. The Localism Act, which came into being on the 15 November 2011, introduced 
new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new development by 
coming together to prepare neighbourhood plans. There is no requirement for an 
SCI to cover Neighbourhood Planning. However, IPIP includes a dedicated 
chapter (Chapter 4) explaining neighbourhood planning in detail as it provides 
further opportunities for people to be involved in planning.

4.6. There is also a requirement that the document addresses involvement in 
development orders. This does not have a dedicated chapter, because these 
have not been used in the Borough to date, and are not expected to be used. 
Instead a short statement is included in an appendix explaining this local 
circumstance, and stating that the principle of involving people early intthe 
process, alongside statutory requirements, will be followed should a development 
order come forward.

4.7. The opportunities for involvement set out in this document are a mixture of those 
required by statute, and those provided by the Council as good practice. In 
addition to these opportunities, there is scope to request information under 
Freedom of Information. 

5. PROPOSAL AND ISSUES 

5.1. The main consideration is the requirement for the Council to have an up to date 
Statement of Community Involvement. The issue is whether the SCI adopted in 
2005 remains relevant. Given the changes within planning that have taken place 
since then, set out in section 4 above, it is clear that the existing document needs 
updating.
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6. OPTIONS AND ANALYSIS 

6.1. There are three options:

1. Proceed to adoption of IPIP as set out in appendix 1
2. Proceed to adoption of IPIP subject to further amendments
3. Choose not to adopt IPIP

6.2. Option 1 is recommended

6.3. Option 3 would leave the Council without an up to date SCI. In order to fulfil our 
statutory duty, a new document to replace the SCI from 2005 would still be 
required. 

7. CONSULTATION

7.1. A draft of this document, called Public Involvement in Planning was first issued 
for consultation from 13 March to 27 April 2012. A second draft – Involving 
People in Planning – was issued from 12 June to 23 July 2012. A third draft was 
issued 6 December 2012 to 31 January 2013. 

7.2. The comments made in relation to the last consultation, and the Council’s 
response to them, are included in Appendix 2. 

7.3. This final draft has been considerably revised in the light of the comments 
received, and reviewed by a discussion group.

8. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

8.1. The document sets out – in plain English – exactly how people can engage in the 
planning system. Advice on ensuring the structure and language were as 
accessible as possible was taken before the final draft was prepared. 

8.2. It also sets out that where there is a site specific policy document being prepared, 
that all people in the local area will be invited to contribute before the draft policy 
is issued for consultation. 

8.3. The document itself, and the commitment in relation to site specific issues, will 
better promote equality of opportunity, and the accessibility of the service. 

8.4. The consultation undertaken in preparing the document is set out above.

8.5. There is no reason to believe that IPIP will have an adverse impact on any 
particular group.
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8.6. The approaches to involving people in planning will be reviewed again in 3-5 
years time. 

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1. Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended)
requires  local planning authorities to prepare and adopt a Statement for 
Community Involvement. Once adopted, planning applications, planning policy 
and guidance must be consulted on in accordance with the Council’s Statement 
of Community involvement. 

10. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS

10.1. The cost of producing the IPIP document and consultation has been met through 
existing budgets within the department. There are no additional financial 
implications relating to its implementation. 

11. PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS

11.1. There are none.

Jonathan Bore
Executie Director Planning and Borough Development

Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) – Background papers used in the 
preparation of this report

None.

Contact officer(s): Penelope Tollitt, Head of Policy, Design and Neighbourhoods, 
penelope.tollitt@rbkc.gov.uk; 020 7361 2017

Cleared by Finance (officer’s initials) LM

Cleared by Legal (officer’s initials) LP
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